Biography

Sandra Bendor

S

andra Bendor, Executive Director, Children’s Theatre Center of NJ,  began her career performing as a folksinger with the National Humanities Series of Princeton University, which was presented by the National Endowment for the Humanities.  She performed
in prisons, libraries, schools, churches, community centers and theatres throughout the US with Dean William A. Owens of Columbia University and sang songs that Dean Owens had collected and recorded on tin pie plates throughout the South in the 1930’s and which are now in the Library of Congress. 
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Sandra performed as an actress, singer and musician with the La Mama Experimental Theatre Company in festivals in Berlin, Copenhagen, Edinburgh, Spoleto, Vienna and California.  She performed and recorded the title role of “Carmilla” by J.S. LeFanu and Ben Johnston (Vanguard Records), in Yeats’  “The Only Jealousy of Emer” (NY OBIE winner) and Stravinsky’s “Renard the Fox”.

For LaMama, Sandra was sent to perform in Tel Aviv for one month...and stayed for 15 years.  During this time she taught in the Theatre Department of Tel Aviv University and performed leading roles in many hit shows including “Padam, Padam” on the life of Edith Piaf, and Brecht/Weill’s “Three Penny Opera” at the Habimah National Theatre.   She hosted her own midnight radio program and gave solo concerts for visiting American dignitaries including President and Mrs. Gerald Ford.  In Israel she performed with Marvin Hamlisch for the Israel Museum and with Leonard Bernstein in New York in honor of Jerusalem mayor Teddy Kollek.  In 1985, Sandra was voted Israeli Singer of the Year and is the only American-born singer to hold this honor.

As a writer/translator, Sandra translated the songs and vocal directed the BBC series “Journey Through Israel” with Topol in England. In 1995 she was awarded the US National Theatre Translation Award for her play translations (presented in the Public Theater, NY).  Sandra is an alumna of the Lehman Engel BMI Musical Theatre Workshop.

While living in Israel, Sandra was frequently sent to perform solo concerts for USIS in Greece, Turkey, Cyprus, Iran, India, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Hong Kong, Japan, Taiwan, and South Korea.   In 1987, Sandra returned to the United States with her husband (Ben Bendor) and their three children.  The Bendors then began creating and performing theatre for schools and founded the Children’s Theatre Center of NJ.
